REFORM IX THE ARMY
familiarity that   would   not   be   tolerated   In
western armies.
The greatest need of the Turkish army is
education for both officers and men, with more
rigorous training for all, and thorough reorganis-
ing of the reserves, which were recently in a bad
way. The age of retirement and the scale of
pensions also called for early revision, and have,
in fact, engaged the attention of the authorities.
So reluctant was Abd-ul-Hamid to part with
his older officers that many men of eighty years
remained in the active list, while on the other
hand, so slow is promotion in the Turkish army
that white-haired captains were conspicuous at
each Selamlik. At the same time, it was not
unusual to find responsible commands entrusted
to youths of good family at an age when they
should still have been attending the Pancaldi
School.
Such comic-opera regulations would be less a
matter for regret if the fighting material were
less admirable. In view, however, of this, as
well as of the fact that the future of the empire
must depend on the maintenance of a strong
army, the friends of Turkey will feel satisfaction
that so experienced a soldier as General von der
Goltz should have been appointed to the post of
Inspector-General.
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